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Those were days in which the poet himself
was one of the teachers in Santiniketan. He sat
with students of different age levels from time
to time and taught them under the shade of trees.
He was most at home with little children to
whom he would tell stories interspersed with
songs and recitations of his own poems. How
the children would sit around and look at him
and listen to him with a concentration which
we elder students could never achieve. There
would come roars of laughter from the children
in which he would join them. With the elder
students he was naturally more solemn and went
deeper into any subject he taught. He took some
classes for the senior students in the Visva
Bharati on Shelley and Keats and Browning.
He confessed that while Wordsworth and Keats
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were his favourite English poets in earlier days,
he came to admire more and more Shelley and
Browning. This was one of the rare occasions
when he taught us in English. He took his
classes mostly in Bengali and even when he
taught about European thinkers, poets and
artists, he would speak only in Bengali.

At the weekly prayers in the steel-and-glass
Brahmo-Mandir every Wednesday he would
give areligious talk, taking up slokas from the
Upanishads and quotations from the great
religious scriptures of different religions. Every
one of these talks was in Bengali. He was
soaked in the philosophy of the Upanishads and
was the living embodiment of their spirituality.
When he took a class, he welcomed questions,
in fact he provoked doubts and challenges, and
then answered with undisguised candour and
freshness of mind.

When | asked him why he turned to
Browning later in life he answered with a smile
that one never could give the reason, just as one
never could say when looking at the sunrise or
the sunset, why one sometimes loved to look at
the softer and simpler play of colours and
sometimes at the many splendoured display of
deeper colours in the sky. | enjoyed along with
my fellow students this fine explanation but was
not sure that I got the answer to my question.
He would not go further into the matter and only
added that in our love of poets and poems, of
paintings and songs, our hearts would be
plucked by different shades and tones of
meaning and beauty at different times. This
did not necessarily imply any superiority or
inferiority of any of them. It was largely a
question of our own emotions and moods of
thought and responses.

Adventuring with life) (Dr.G.Ramachandran
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